INDIFFERENCE  OF THE  KING.

at the heat he must feel, and all this with grace. This indiffer-
ence for M. du Maine struck everybody, and publicly contra-
dicted what his partisans tried to publish, viz., that his eyes-
had been red, but that neither at the Bed of Justice, nor since
he had dared to show his trouble. The truth is he had his
eyes dry and serene the whole time, and pronounced the name
of the Due du Maine only once since, which was after dinner
the same day, when he asked where he had gone, with a very
indifferent air, without saying a word more, then or since,
or naming his children, who took little trouble to see him; and
when they went it was in order to have even in his presence
their little court apart, and to divert themselves among them-
selves. As for the Due du Maine, either from policy or because
he thought it not yet time, he only saw the King in the morn-
ing, sometimes in his bed, and not at all during the rest of the
day, except when obliged by his functions.

During the registration I gently passed my eyes over the
whole assembly, and though I constantly constrained them, I
could not resist the temptation to indemnify myself upon the
Chief President; I perseveringly overwhelmed him, therefore,
a hundred different times during the sitting, with my hard-
hitting regards. Insult, contempt, disdain, triumph, were
darted at him from my eyes, and pierced him to the very
marrow : often he lowered his eyes when he caught my gaze:
once or twice he raised his upon me, and I took pleasure in
annoying him by sly but malicious smiles which completed his
vexation. I bathed myself in his rage, and amused myself by
making him feel it. I sometimes played with him by pointing
him out to my two neighbours when he could perceive this
movement; in a word, I pressed upon him without mercy, as
heavily as I could.

At last the registration finished, the King descended the
throne, and was followed by the Regent, the two Princes of the
Blood, and the necessary gentlemen of the suite. At the same
time the Marshals of France descended, and while the King
traversed the room, accompanied by the deputation which had
received him, they passed between the seats of the councillors